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GIVING THANKS FOR SERRA

by USA Council President Michael E. Strong
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leader datebook

JANUARY
H4-11
Ush Council Superiaakand Leadarship
Meetimg, Chicago, IL
11-16
Hational Vocation Awareness ‘Weak

FEBRUARY
i

‘Warld Day of Prayer for Consecated
Life
22
Reginnal Dwectors: and [Fstrict
Govemors Planming Conference,
Eamsas City, MO Airport Hilton

MARCH
12-15
USA Counal Bxecutive Committes
Retreat

MAY
3
World Day of Prayer for Yocabsans

The College Connection program

e s vocalion,

Fhie  purpose o the College

Conpeciom progEam is K inyolyse ncosneny

for Catholic students

by Judy Cogeenes, LSAC Vocations Cormmiee Chaimmn.
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Fun(ds) with Dick and Jane

Has your club ever been approached with a request
for financial help from a person discerning a vocation?

Read on for a solution that won't break the bank!

Editor’s nofe:

Probably & week doesa’t go by when someone doesn’t call our USA Couscil office in
Chicago, asking for the name and namber of a Serran in soome city. We on stafT will ask
e why they ase requesting sach infonmation, and this person will invariably say ihat
Wy anz, of are calling on behalf of, someone disceming a wocation, bul they can’t enler
e seqminary of sowvitiake doe oexisting mition debis or becagse of some other financial
hardship.

Ttis o policy maver o shane Sermans’ personal infonmation wilh anyose outside of

Serra, and we a0ty such callers of thiz policy. We also owtinely tell themn that the TTSA
Council of Serea International does sol have a national indtiative For sich requests for
financial support, hat that clubs or groaps of clubs may do this at their owa discrtion.
Then we take the callar's infonmation amd alerl the local club, who may or may 0ol con-

Lt the caller with regand to the reqeest.

The fact semains that ihese seekers ane 0ol usnally Galking about amounts of mone y
thatl average Serra clubs can significantly neduce.

When Dick Sweeney handed me this article at a ecent Serra gathering. I thought,
“Hallelgjah! A “how -0 article for clubs who ey sot have the Pands, Dot sl want i
help!™ Please share i with your officers and club comnmiiees.

== Anne MeComek, Serra Leader editor

by Dhick Sweeney, Region 5 Direcior

phre g, The caller sdentfied
Dimeseld Az Joshea Cuick of
Huntawilke, Ala, and smd Be had been
refermed oy wife amd e by ihe bahop's
office in Binmegham, The eeferal was
mede Pecanse Tooe and 1o active menm-
Pers of the Serra Clak of Biromng ham

Toahisa, betier known as kosh, was
preparing & enter e Doonsican Onder of
ihe Provisce of 54 Alben the Greal, Before
hee conkd be admmtesd, e sad, he needed 1o
e an educational koan of 500000 He
senic] hast he Ohecler weould aborty hadl of e
ciblg o, P B sl genesske e halance
cif B30,

Toaly was then an assistani prigcipal in
an elementary sebool in Huntsille, He was
working amd reducing he student koan b
hegl pctred] om lies goal o edrmng & doc-

L arle i e Firsl guarer of 2007, ny

2 the Serra Leader

Iorale 0 education. He was moee than half
Wiy thacigh e dockomal program when b
dizcemesd acall o wehgsons life, He inveat-
patesl the diccesm presiood amd wveral
meligions onders before discerning hat e
el weas e tlie Doammnscans. Ban the dssne of
Mg stident Joam was a megor obsiacke o
enlerng relighons e inmediskely

Josh could  penerate abont 510000
Frowna gualifesd rerenment oot wil the
posaibibiny of & few huodned mone dellars
feoum the sale of his 2003 Musubishi
Folipse, He wamied o know of ihe Serma
Clubeonld assist finaneially

Like st Serra clabs, e Biomog ham
Club has a few hundred dollars ke o its
mgalar progeams of seomsasan  suppoel,
alfiemation of paesis and vomed feligions,
ared the proonebion of voeation awareness
artong siglents o Cathodic Tigh schools,
prade sehocds and pemsh sehoolzal religion
However, the club does nol have ihe

resees o reline sizable stndent loans

I suppesied that kash wrile a lelies
desciibing his desine o heeodne a meimbed
al the Dominiesn Chder. 50 he produced a
sltai phtforwand] explangtion of his hack-
gronnd, his discermment o enter ke
Dnmmican Ohider, and his request that the
recipment “imake ooy Dominican calling a
peality” thromeh proayer and finanedal aid.

Adome with that and a copy of the
acceptance letier b Josh feom Fr, Asdnew
Carl Wistdom, promodes of vocations for the
Prowvinee of 56 Adlbert the Great, we pie-
pased a cover better that begins, " Belome you
pead any further, plesase be assaeed that this
i5%a egueat for help”

This was seat v about RO friends
thromeh the Serma Movement, the Cursillo
Movement, the Fjuestrian Chder of the
Hialy Sepalchoz, the Kaights of Colambos,
amdd & nomber of ofher Catholie onganiza-
s, Recipenis were scaftened acrosa the
[lnited Stamzs, The beter fequesied pravers
and] finamcdal asaistance, if possible. Tt also
contained a mequest & forwand the letier o
athers wihr mmmght want o suppost Josh,

Thiowgh the work of the Holy Sparit,
the combination of leblers penersied an
armont in excess of 5130000 This amount,
when combined with Josh's contrbution of
SI0GET, was deemed © he a saflicienl
amont of self-halp o have the MMakers
Foclesing Fapd foor Wooatioas issoe a pianl
of 527000 o foriher seduoce e indehied -
ness and  guataniee both Josh and the
Dxnmimicans peace of mmnd e ganting finn -
cral o pation s

W e aved by e caring response of
the Catholic comimunity, which suppoied
T s cadl by meveshiomg out iooghers as "hegp -
gara” o his behall, To shows wa fhe work of
the Holy Spirit in acton, as a few peopde,
thaomeh contributions of praver, Gme, and

Lomtimaeal enr pape 3



Boring but Important
by Ed Verbeke, USA Council Executive Director

cay can | el the players withoot A seomecand ™

Y Familiar srund fronm the vendors al the ball pak, i1
e 7 Barme applie s 5 s, We at the USA Council office doalt know
who your clab’s members ae unbess vou el us, Thee seems obe aen-
dency by soome clubs, (eod yours Fimoawme?y i bold payiment of the per
capita does o dhe last mnuke before sending it i, While hokling ke
meeey amEy pain a few dollacs o ingedest, it delavs petting dhe mosier
changes, akditon s and deletions © us, Mot only does this cau s ermors in
o maEiling lists, but alsy costs us mosey when the TS, Postal Service
et s imail o us,

Soome clubs have the clab scnetary mam bain e clob mwsling lisi.
Meanwliibe, the clab reasurer reviews the mosker and verifies the nomber
of memibers and dovoice amount. In soone cases the reasurer 15 nnasvan
of any addmess changes, Bocause of this, we coecasionally seceive a phose
call &lling usour lists ae wiong, Club reasumer, please verily the mein-
bers” adddiesses with the club secre by,

Aus o age awane, wie s a weloome letier and membershipcand o
all new memibers. Tn the weleome letier, we slake that if the new meamnber
has no been sapplied with o Hasdbook for Sermans (i & 34,5275 in our
catalopy o call oF emadl and we sl send thean ome. We meeeive a lange
nuinher of fecpuests for these handboogs, Our stucies have shown that the
greateat e raip ks 0 within the frst vear of a new Sernan’s mein-
bership. | owoald Jike o sugeest that dunng the arientaton of the pew
member, each new Seran be piven a handbook o explain the mession of
Serm and what the orindstry of each Sernan (5 all gboat, 15 yoo would like
assistance i puiting wgether a gond orentation meeting for prospective
of new Serrans, call car Mehership Coomlinator al 883-T77 6681 o
ermiail hima peanmin ghamdserran s ong .

Aosaa Serra leader, start planning poew i atiend the Spring Leadership
Planming Comference i Fetanany. I you have atended belome, yon should
plan o atiend in order share your Eeonwledge and experence with mew
leadiers, For mome detals, visil waow seransong, &

Fun(ds) with Dick and Jane
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financial assiatance, elminated & megor Barmer and pernmiied aodher per-
sl 10 reapond o Chist's call

oy Serra Club of Birminghann has “alopied” Brother Joshsa amd
eOnnuon Ay prays fo b and s vocation whike sending messages of
encolrgement aong wilh boges of poodies, ksl 1s alse inviked w aEl
funectons that car Serra club aponsors foe he sermnanans of (e docese,
aned we ook forwsmd o s visiis when he conmes o Birmmng ham

A unespecied poft wie have feceived is the growth of & jovinl frend-
ship with Josh ad the Doommicans of 56 Albert the Greal Provinee, We
Al share the spirioal oy of kosl's anwaverng convieton ihat be is
where God wianis hi o be

Toal 1s currenily addnessed as “Broiher Joalina®™ and i completng his
first wear s a Doominican in s Donmsiean Mosinaie in Denver, Colo, He
e his sinngle vows on Angust 10, 2008, in Denver, %

Catholic Connection
Comtinneed frown page §

for both ike U5, Bishops and Cathalic Campus
Ministry {MNowemnber 2005) confinmed a strong rela-
tionship between those who wene active in campus
sty and those wha bber became leaders in their
parishe s -- including thoss who e enlensd the priest-
hood andfor religious life. The obwvious conclusion is
that incressing the number of students participating in
Carmpus Ministry shoudd greatly bapafit the Charch in
ITENY Ways.

Howr can Serva help?

Serma Clobs in the Uniled Stales anz being asked o
sodicil stadent information from Catholic high schools
and parish vouth ministers. This infonmation will allos
"ararchers” o prepare amall packets of information
abion | thee seboal's cammpu s minisbry programs and facil-
itizs ( bocation, Hme of services, wha's in charge. pro-
prams, Gelloseship, ated. By furnishing the campus
manister with the sames aod addresses of stedeats
conming i the schood | the Campu s Mindster than Bas an
oppoetwrity © send 8 personal invilation o the stadent
v visdt their facility when they amive on campms
Skould there be no official "Calbolic pressnce” on
caimpus, the student will mpeeive information shoat a
nearby  panish. Click on ““Vocation Activities” at
woww srrmansone for moee details on ow o gel youor
club invodvid.

Support and Publicity

The pmopossd progran has received the writien
apprerval of several past chainmen of the Bishopd
Cominittes on Vocations, including Bishop Blase
Cupich, curepiscopal adviser. [Ehas al so received wil-
ien support Frome both the execulive direciors of
CCMA and NECYM. The UUSA Council of Sera
Internatioasl Boar] has approved the continued devel-
opment of the progeam by providing matching gramts
with the Sema Intemationsl Faandation.

The program was festured astionally on the TV
showe “Lifiz on the Rock™ (EWTN June 14, 2007 ) and
in an anicle in Mational Catbolic Regisier {Sept. 2,
2007 Articles appeared in the magamings or mewslet-
lersof MODADY, NRVC, OCRA, NECY M and NECA.
1I5A Coaescil Vocation Coimenitiee  members ane
worrking on mcde publicity for the near future.

As paments and prandperents, we oflen ask oar-
stlves honw can we ksep our yoang peopls invalved in
thedr faith. One answer o his question is be Collepe
Coanection programn Vocations codne froan young pec-
ple who perticipate in their faillh and sumownd them-
selvie s with oibar invodvid Catholics.

the Serra Leader
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