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Saturday,  
November 14th 
8AM 
Cathedral Board Room 
Guest Speaker: 
Jerry Johnson 
“Works, Motives, and Obedience 
of Faith”  
 
Saturday,  
November 28th 
No Meeting 
Thanksgiving Break 
 
 
Saturday, 
December 12th 
8AM 
Cathedral Board Room 
Guest Speaker: 
Fr. Tom Anderson 
 
Saturday 
December 26th 
No Meeting 
Christmas Break 
 
 
Monday 
December 28th 
12PM 
Seminarian Christmas  
Luncheon 
Location TBD 
RSVP John Michels 360-2366 
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JOIN SERRA! 
Help support vocations to the 
religious life! Dues are $87/
year per person and only an 
additional $48.50 for your 
spouse.  Call 360-2366 to join 
today!  Member Joe Reisch 
has generously offered to pay 
the first $18 for each new 
member. 

. . . While Sister Mary 
Angela Professes Her 

First Vows 

Sister Amata Veritas 
Professes Her Final 

Vows . . . 

Mother Assupmta Long OP, Prioress Gen-
eral of the Dominican Sisters of Mary, 
Mother of the Eucharist witnesses as Sr. 
Amata Veritas signs her vows on the altar 
during the final Profession ceremony on Au-
gust 4th, 2009 in Ann Arbor Michigan.  Sr. 
Amata Veritas Ellenbecker is the daughter of 
Serran member Richard Ellenbecker.   
Sr. Amata is currently assigned to work with 
seventeen aspirants who just entered her 
community on August 28th.  According to 
Sr. Amata Veritas:  “I know in some of their 
cases the local Serra Club was a great help 
to them not only spiritually, but financially 
as well.  Serra is a great service to the uni-
versal Church!  May God bless you in your 
support for vocations.” 

O’Gorman Campus Minister Brian Feller poses 
with 12 O’Gorman High School girls who trav-
eled to Alexandria, SD on October 2nd to wit-
ness the Rite of First Profession in Carmel for 
Sister Mary Angela of Divine Mercy, O.C.D.  
Sioux Falls Serra Club donated money for trans-
portation so the young girls could witness the 
profession held on the Feast of the Guardian An-
gels. 

A Women's Discernment Group 
will be forming at Holy Spirit Parish 
in Sioux Falls, led by Vocations Pro-
moter, Therese Ivers. The initial 
monthly meeting will take place  
November 16 at 7 pm for women of 
the diocese discerning their vocation. 
Those under 18 may attend the initial 
meeting with a parent to possibly 
form a youth group for discernment. 
Please contact Therese at 605-988-
3779 or tivers@sfcatholic.org if you 
are interested in attending. 
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A Message from Ed Rutten 
Vocations V.P. 

Waffle Feed Raises over $2K to 
Support Vocations! 

Rev. Mr. Paul King 
Rev. Mr. Daniel Moris 
Rev. Mr. Daniel Smith 
Kristopher Cowles 
Russell Homic              
Jordan Samson 
Anthony Urban            
Jonathan Venner 
John Rutten                  
Andrew Young 

2009-2010 Seminarians 

Over 375 plates were sold at Sioux Falls Serra Club’s annual  
Waffle Feed to raise money to support vocations within the dio-
cese.  The event, which was held October 3rd at Christ the King, 
exceeded expectations in attendance as 35-40 more plates were 
sold than had been in the past. The event also raised over $400 
from the sales of crafts and religious books.  A large portion of the 
proceeds will go to the diocesan vocations office while remaining 
monies will go to support other efforts sponsored by Sioux Falls 
Serra Club.  Thank you to all who joined in fellowship to show 
their support for religious vocations. 

We, the Sioux Falls Serra Club, have truly been blessed this year 
as we endeavor to work at our mission of being the vocation arm 
of the Church.  Truly we have been using our arms and hands to 
be a prayerful club, praying daily for vocations and in support of 
our seminarians, brothers, and novices as they discern their calling 
to the religious life.  Along with our prayers, we have also used 
our arms, hands, legs, and feet and our backs to encourage and to 
support them in their discernment of their vocation in life.  This 
year, to assist them financially, we embarked on a project of sell-
ing magnetic ribbons encouraging others to pray for vocations and 
that God bless our priests.  Through our members’ efforts and en-
thusiasm in selling these ribbons, we were able to give $2,000 to 
the Diocesan Vocations Office to support its vocation work.  Our 
Waffle Feed/Craft and Arts Fun’d Fest was also a success again 
this year as we gathered together, each member contributing his or 
her gifts to support this event.  It was a tremendous success and is 
truly becoming an event which the entire city is embracing with 
its presence and donations to show its support of us in our effort 
to raise funds to help promote vocations and do Christian service 
projects.  Thanks to each one of our members for your prayers, 
dedication, and hard work as we go forth to help the Lord find la-
borers for His vineyard. 

Ken Kolbeck is the newest member to 
join Sioux Falls Serra Club.  Ken was 

sworn in by President Diane Breen at its 
recent Charter Banquet held October 15th 
at St. Mary’s Parish Hall.  Welcome Ken! 

On a recent visit to St. Paul, Serran Ed 
Rutten treated several Sioux falls semi-
narians to a meal at Divanni’s on Grand 

Ave.  Seated around the table are  
Kristopher Cowles, Jordan Samson, 

Matt Quail, Grant Lacey, Steven Jones, 
Darin Schmidt, Jonathan Venner, and  

John Rutten. 

Daniel Ryan 
Steven Jones 
Matthew Quail 
Joseph Scholten 
Andrew Berreth 
Nick Michels 
Lee Fortin 
Darin Schmidt  
Jacob Carlson 
Rylee Nelson   
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Serra Club Approves 
Funding for Priestly  

Vocation Guides 

Serra Communications Vice President Dr. 
John Michels, O’Gorman Campus Minister 
Brian Feller, and Diocesan Vocations Direc-
tor Fr. Paul Rutten teamed up to increase 
priestly vocations awareness at O’Gorman 
High School.  Dr. Michels noticed a discern-
ment guidebook in the Holy Spirit Adoration 
chapel, left there by Serran member Dick El-
lenbecker and his wife Catherine, and, in a 
conversation with Feller, discovered that there 
was a need for more of them for O’Gorman’s 
campus ministry.  Sioux Falls Serra Club’s 
Board approved funding for the above guide-
books on priestly discernment so Feller can 
use them during weekly lunch meeting with 
young men at O’Gorman.  The guidebook “Is 
Jesus Calling You to be a Catholic Priest” is 
published by the National Conference of Di-
ocesan Vocation Directors of which Fr. Rutten 
is a member.  Exercising his membership dis-
count, Fr. Rutten ordered 40 of the guidebooks 
at a reduced price.  These guidebooks are in-
valuable in helping young men discern 
whether they are being called to the priest-
hood.  Serra Club hopes to expand funding of 
the guidebooks to local parishes. 

Deacon Tom Bates was a recent guest speaker and showed a slide show of 
icons, sacred images of either Christ, angels, saints, or the Holy Family.  
They are usually painted on wood or ivory and are revered for what they 
symbolize.  Deacon Bates showed several slides of icons and explained 
what each part symbolizes and described what each icon’s distinctive fa-
cial features represent.  He stated that icons are not a work of art but are 
instead, through close examination, prayer experiences. 

President of the Sioux Falls Serra Club Diane Breen presents a sti-
pend to guest speaker Matt Althoff after describing his role as Direc-
tor of Catholic Schools for the Sioux Falls Diocese.  By virtue of 
Canon Law, a parish priest is bound to ensure catechetical formation 
of adults, young people, and children in a special way, in accordance 
with the norms laid down by the local bishop.  As director, Matt 
works closely with priests in the diocese and visits all 25 Catholic 
schools, their superintendents, and their principals, making sure that 
these objectives are met. His young  son, Sebastian, was a visitor as 
well. 

Serra Programs V.P. Joe 
Reisch thanks Lois Bates of 
Holy Spirit Church and Mary 
Devlin of St. Michael’s for 
speaking recently at a Serra 
meeting.  Each is married to a 
deacon and they shared with 
Serrans what their role is in 

their church.  Both women commented that their lives have not changed 
drastically since each’s husband was ordained.  Both women consider 
their position a blessing.  Their initial concern was “What do we have to 
do?”  A deacon’s wife is required to attend all formation classes with 
her husband for four years.  Both speakers advised wives of deacons to 
pray together every day, pray individually, be themselves, communicate 
and coordinate busy schedules, and support their husbands. 
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From Brian Feller, Campus Minister at O’Gorman 
High School: “Thank you very much for the gift of 
$50 to help us visit the Carmelite Sisters in Alexan-
dria. Twelve O’Gorman young ladies went and wit-
nessed the first profession of Sister Mary Angela 
of Divine Mercy.  Your prayers and support bear 
fruit that shall remain . . .From Fr. Chuck Cimpl : 
“Please thank the Serra Club for the delicious meal 
and delightful evening on October 15th for the an-
nual appreciation dinner for priests and deacons.  It 
was a great time. . . From Dr. Tom Lorang, Super-
intendent of Sioux Falls Catholic Schools: “Thank 
you for the $50 contribution for gas money for the 
campus ministry trip to Alexandria.  We appreciate 
your investment which assists us in fulfilling our 
mission of building a community of faith and excel-
lence.  Your gift provides the opportunity for stu-
dents to grow spiritually, academically, and devel-
opmentally in the Sioux Falls Catholic Schools.  
May God continue to bless you for your commit-
ment. . . From Sr. Helen Nemmers:  I will keep 
you in my prayers because of your thoughtful-
ness. . . From Deacon Leo Cantin: “May God con-
tinue to bless all you do! . . .From Monsignor 
Richard Mahowald: “Know that I am grateful for 
your efforts and be assured of my prayers for you . . 
From Monsignor James Andraschko:  God bless 
all you do for vocations . . , From Vocations Pro-
moter Therese Ivers: “I appreciate your kind gift 
celebrating my consecration as a bride of Jesus 
Christ.  May He bless you abundantly and reward 
you for your prayerful support of vocations. 
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Sioux Falls Serra held its annual Charter Banquet at 
St. Mary’s on October 15th. In attendance were (front 

row l-r) Fr. Al Krzyzopolski, Fr. Charles Cimpl,  
Fr. Paul Rutten, and Fr. Hal Barber,  

(back row l-r) Fr. James Zimmer, Fr. Donald 
Molumby, Fr. Ed Anderson, Fr. James Joyce, and  

Msgr. Richard Mahowald.   

During the dinner, Vocations Director Fr. Rutten 
spoke on how we need to promote all vocations in 
life, not just the religious, and the evening ended 
with Serran President Diane Breen presenting  

Fr. Rutten with a $2,000 check from monies raised 
from magnetic ribbon sales. 


