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Serra East meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at the Ursuline Educational Center 
on the Ursuline College campus, located at 2600 Lander Road., Pepper Pike, OH @ 6:15 for 
Mass or prayer service followed by dinner, brief business meeting and speaker with topics 
concerning vocations, social justice, scripture, evangelization and other timely subjects. 

            Serra is an organization whose mission is to foster, affirm and promote vocations to ministry in the 
Catholic Church.  This included Priests, Nuns, Brothers and Deacons.  We are a Eucharistic Church and without 
Priests we will have no Eucharist. 
            The Cleveland Serra East Club is one of 1109 clubs in 46 countries; and members number 19,000 men, 
women and deacons on 6 continents.  Indeed Serra is the ‘Lay vocation arm of the Catholic Church.’ 
            Membership in Serra brings us many benefits: 
                        +         Opportunity for spiritual growth and enrichment of our faith. 
                        +         Increased knowledge and understanding of the Church’s teaching; 
                        +         Enlightenment of current events and happenings in terms of Catholic principles; 
                        +         Opportunity for personal involvement in service projects and social activities. 
            All of these are in support of the Serra mission. 
            As we approach potential new Serra members, in addition to our mission, we should emphasize side 
benefits which we all experience.  We have all been invited to join Serra; we’ve prayed and benefited from being 
Serrans.  Now we have the opportunity to ‘Return the Favor’ by inviting other men and women to experience the 
satisfaction of working for an increase of vocations in our Church. 
                                                                                                            Gus Skapek, President 

WHAT IS SERRA? 

Gus Skapek, President  +  Rev. Dave Ireland, Chaplain  

SUMMER EVENTS 
Cleveland has many things to offer as we all know.  You 
don’t have to drive very far to visit Our Lady of Lourdes 
Shrine in Euclid.  This grotto is made of rocks and 
stones from Lourdes France.  Along with a fine gift 
shop, 22 Serrans enjoyed a great breakfast in the dining 
room following Mass on Sunday, August 16th.    

On Monday, September 14th Serrans made our 
annual trip to the St. Andrew Abbey on Buckeye 
Road.   We began with evening prayer in the Chapel.  
Following prayer we enjoyed dinner with the 
monks .  

Celebrate 
Priesthood 

Sunday 
 

October  25,th  
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YEAR FOR PRIESTS 
June 19, 2009  + June 19, 2010 

USCCB.org 

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION      We appreciate articles 
for the Serra East Newsletter  Send your article, comments  
to: MaryAnn Trask; 13355 Foxmoor Tr.; Chesterland, OH 
44026 , OR  email: mat13355 at gmail.com 

Note:  Email addresses in this newsletter are 
not listed with the @ symbol.  If you wish to 
contact anyone, please use @ instead of (at)

            The Seminarian Prayer Calendar for the 
months of Oct / Jan, is attached to this newsletter.   
             Both this calendar and the prayer calendar for 
priests in our diocese may be found at:. 

parentsofpriests.net 

ClevelandCatholicVocations.com 

# 

The Beautiful Hands of a Priest 
 

We need them in life’s early morning, we need them again at its close; 
We feel their warm clasp of friendship; we seek them when tasting life’s woes. 

The greatest as well as the least; the hand that makes us pure as angels, 
Is the beautiful hand of a priest. 

 
At the altar each day we behold them,  

And the hands of a king on his throne are not equal to them in their greatness; 
Their dignity stands all alone. 

For there in the stillness of morning when the sun has emerged from the east, 
There God rests between pure fingers, of the beautiful hands of a priest. 

 
And when we are tempted and wander, to pathways of shame and sin, 
It’s the hand of a priest that absolves us not once, but again and again. 

And when we are taking life’s partner other hands may prepare us a feast, 
But the hand that will bless and unite us 

Is the beautiful hand of a priest. 
 

God bless them and keep them all holy,  
For the Host which their fingers caress. 

What can a poor sinner do better than praise Him,  
Who chose thee to bless? 

When death on our eyelids is falling  
May our courage and strength increase 

By seeing raised over us in blessing 
The beautiful hand of a priest. 

Is there a priest who made an impact on 
you?  Is there a priest whom you admire?  
Is there a priest who might need a bit of 
encouragement from someone? 
 
Grab a pen and paper today, write a note 
to him.  Don’t you feel great when you get 
a note on an ordinary day?  There is a 
priest who will be happy to receive a note 
from YOU. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
• Monday, Sept. 28th:  District Gov, Bob Rossley  
• Monday, Oct. 12th:  Dr. Anthony Iezzi, will speak 

on pro life. 
• Sunday, Oct. 25th  - Priesthood Sunday 
• Monday, Oct. 26th:  Rev. Michael Joyce, OFM will 

tell of his Honduras experiences.  
• Saturday Nov. 7th:  Re-chartering Mass and Dinner 

at the Center for Pastoral Leadership.  Mark your 
calendar, plan on attending.   Bishop Anthony Pilla 
will be the celebrant. 

Wow experience 

Boston, Massachusetts  chartered their first Serra Club in June 
of this year.  His Eminence, Sean Cardinal O’Malley is from 
Cleveland.    Our thanks to Mary Duhigg’s encouragement, one 
thing led to another and the following certificate was sent to 
Boston: 

Congratulations 
Best wishes to the new Serra Club in Boston 

From the Serra Clubs of Cleveland Ohio, District 85 
 

Cherished memories exist in Cleveland of the father of His 
Eminence, Sean Cardinal O’Malley.  Mr. Theodore O’Malley 
was a very dedicated Serran.  When Mr. O’Malley moved to 
Catawba Island, on Lake Erie, he would commute ninety miles 
to attend meetings and activities.  During the summer months 
Ted and Clare O’Malley attended Serra Retreat Days on Middle 
Bass Island which were hosted by Bill and Mary Duhigg. 
Mr. O’Malley’s good friend, Dr. William Duhigg, had very 
much hoped to celebrate your Chartering; sadly he passes away 
in April of 2009.  His wife Mary, sends her prayerful regards. 
Peace and all of God’s Blessings to your new Club. 
                          Donald R. Trask, Governor, District 85 




